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I n  13b ,  a f t e r  the President. of the United States issued the Eme.r- 

gency Proclama,tion, it became clear  t o  the Ordnance Department that,  5n 

the in te res t  of national security, expansion of O&ance f a c i l i t i e s  

would be necessary i n  order t o  assure adequate production of ammunition 

t o  meet the time-objective requirements of the General Staff. Included 

i n  the i n i t i a l  plans was construction of a chemical she l l  assembly plant 

and related fa$Uties. 

Meanwhile, it had become apparent t o  the Chemical Warfare Service 

t h ~ t  the exfsting chemical manufacturing plarmts were no t  adequate to 

provide f o r  any potent ial  emergency. Thus, in i ts  expansion program, 

the Chemical Warfare Service selected a s i t e  just outside of  Huntsville, 

Alabama, on which was ' bu i l t  a chemical manufacturing plant known as the 

Huntsville /Ixsenalr 

Realizing the economy factors involved with a shell-loading plant 

located near such an arsenal, the Chief of 9dnance dispatched a member 



of his staff, Major Myron Leedy, t o  conduct a survey of available s i tes  

in t.he erne vicinity, Based on Major Leedy's recmendatfons, the Chief 

of Ordnance decided Lo erect a shell-loading p b t  on the property adja- 

cent ta that of the thurtsviUe Arsenal. 

* * * * * Z t * *  

E a r l y  i n  September 19kl, a general plan f o r  the shell-load- plant 

was prepared and a few weeks l a t e r  construction funds were approved. 

October 6, 19u saw the arrival of Ma $or CamU D, Hudson, who had 

been selected t o  head the new Ordnance plant, After w n s d t b g  ui th the 

Area Engineer; representatives of the architects, Whitman, Requardt and 

Smfthj and the pISne contractor, Kershaw-Butler, Engineers, Ltd,, Major 

Hudson commenced the final plans for  construction of what was to be 

known as the Rebtone Ordnance Plan+-named because of the preponderance 

of red soil. 

Upon examining t h e  p h t  s i te ,  Major Hudson found a tract of land 

consiatfng of approximately 4,000 acres, located ten miles south of 

Huntsville, Alabama and adjacent t o  an extremity of the Bmtsville Arsenal. 

It was a rolling terrain, which had been used fo r  production of cotton, 

corn, peanuts, and other f a n  products, as w e l l  as p s i n g  land fo r  live- 

stock. There were no roads except for the scraggy t r a i l s  which served 

the fanners. The nearest highway was more than two miles from the eastern 

boundary of the rssemation. The closest power fac i l i t i e s  and water supply 

were located a t  the Huntsville Arsed.  The closest  ra i l  trmsAwrtation 

a t  tha t  time was a t  Farley, Alabama, one and one-half miles from the reser- 

vat ion. 



The primarp mission of the plant, as established by the C h i e f  of 

Ordnance, incladed the lea-ding and assembly of 7% chemical shells, 

8h1 chemical mortar shells, 30-pound chemical bombs, and 10% chemical 

shells, together trith the loading and assembly of burster charges far  t W

ammunition, Acaordingly, the layout of o r i g i n a l  plans called fo r  tbe conr 

struction of two bursterloading and assembly Ijnes; two shell-loadbg and 

assembly lineo; 24 inert storage warehouses; 30 igloos; 35 finiishee anmnuli-

tion magazines; administration and l r t f l l ty buildings; w d  a U  necessary 

utilities. 

The f i r s t  staff officer, Lieutenant William H. Stevens, arrfved on 

October 30, 1941 and was assigned primary duty as Adjutant. The berlanca 

of a complement of a off icers  reported over a period of several months, 

and it was not until the summer of 1942 that the entf m quota was filled, 

 

 

The first building was completed and ready for occupancy on November 

, 1 This b u i l w ,  a two-storg, barracks-type structure, semed 

as temporary Radstone headquarters end was l a t e r  designated as bachelor 

officer qua?%ors. 

Early b 1942, Magor Hudson began t o  formulate a long-range plan for  

the  employment of women on the anmanition production lines, in the event 

tha t  manpower should become scarce. The C i a  Service Commission in 

Atlanta, Georgia was contacted and within a short time examinations were 

;innounced fo r  jobs known as "female traineesbtl A t  that  t h e ,  the use 

of wornen in such jobs was def3niteI.y frowned upon; hotretrer, in lfght of 

subsequent events and the invaluable contribution that  these female 

trainees made t o  the all-out war effort, there was no need for  k j o r  Hudson 



t o  jus t i fy  his belief o r  defend his actions. By December 19h2, about 

40 percent of the pe~eonnel ~ v r k i n ~ ,  on the annnun5tion pmduction lines 

were women. 

Neanwhile, tne wnst rudion pnspwn was encountering severe setbacks. 

The original estimates and approprhtions for plant construction had been 

made prior t o  selection of the building s i te ,  and therefore, a n  f igures  

were based on the supposition tha t  the terrain wo-id be level, The 

overall. cost of construction increased almost two rnillion dollars over 

the o r i g i n a l  estimate because of the r o l l i n g  nature of the t e r ra i r ,  mch 

of which was sn t iWy unsuitab1e fo r  road construction. In addition, 

conertruation wo5k was slowed down and o f t e n  completely stopped during 

the winter months kecauss of extremely oold and r a m  ueathr .  Temper- 

atuses ranging from 2 to 27 degrees above zero made it hpossible t o  

pour concrete and eenerally retarded othes construction ac.tivity. Until 

access roads vere graveled, heavy rab.: would stop alf, trafffc and, there- 

Torn, all construction work. These weye only a few of the hardships 

experienced by construction crews throu&out the bTinter of lYU.-Lj.Zr 

Then cane Pearl lbrbor. P t  t h i s  time, the awrmnition production 

Unes had not been completed, arsenal admhistrators were s t i l l  in the 

process of astablis- n workable organization, and the toeal arsenal 

strength xas less than nine civilians and three officers. 

Construction vorlr was b e d l a t e l g  placed on a 24-haw basis instead 

of the fomer one-shift operation, and the personnel recruitment program 

1~2s greatly accelerated as b l l  as Fill other phases of o r~an iza t ioaa l  

development. It vas a race against time; a race between the grim 

deterninztion of a group of loyal. men arid srmen, and the greatest demand 



for production of bar equipment the countrg had ever  knCWh 

The Redstone Ordnance Plant was off i c i n l l y  activated b~ \Jar Depart- 

ment orders on February 5, '1942. %ring t h  e same month, the commandQg 

o f f i c e r  oE the  plant, E.lajor Carroll D. Hudson, was promoter! t o  the rank 

of Lieutenant Colonel. 

9y >larch 28, l9I12, when the first productton line was ready for  ope* 

at ion,  the civilian strength had climbed t o  z t o t a l  of 269. With a pro- 

d~tction quota of 40,000 ammunition mits facing the plant f o r  the month 

o_" F k ~ c h  X9&, Line #l began operation on &rch 28, and d.u&g t he  t h e e  

remaining days pmdcced 55,202 units. 

The project as originally planned was substantially complete in the 

smmcr of 1942. E3y the, end 0 3 c e m b e r  35.'112, most of the m u n i t L o n  pro- 

&t~ction lines were in opemtian, t h e  organization was functioning smooth&, 

arid the number of  civilian employees h ~ d  g r a m  fmn~ 269 t o  1,666, 

'. 

, '  7 

On February 26, 1943, the  Redstone Ordnonce Plant was redesignated 

LE Pedstone Arsenal. In February of the following year, Lieutenant Colonel 

Car ro l l  D. Ihdson recefved h i s  pmmotlon to the rank of colonel. 

D u r n  the years of World !;ar 11, ending in Septrmiisr 19h5, C ~ o l n e l  

Eu6son dimcted the arsenal's development in to  one o f  the best equI.ppcd 

Ordmnce m~nufact~uring centers in the  nation. A t  the Ceigl3.t of production 

operatLonr;, arsenal personnel including sonst&ction u~orkers apprciimatcd 

7500. In spi te  of the dangerow a d  cmpl ic r ted  nature o f  its mistiion, 

Pzdstone hxenal  nainte-lneC one cf the highest szfety rwordn in i ~ d 7 3 t l - j r  

E E ~  never fzi led to meet a productfcn quota, 



For t h e i r  o u t s t a ~ d i n g  services and h2.gh acNevements in the manufac- 

ture of war equipment, Kedstone employees received the coveted ~ ~ - X a v y  

"EH Production Award f ive  tin~es. Thcse awards were not eas i l y  won, nor 

were they l i g h t l y  bestoved, and t o  this day they are regarded with deep 

pride by the  gallant men and xmen who earned them. 

'b:o~k a t  Redstone Arsenal a w h g  t h e  war y e a r s  included the manuf~.cture 

an2 loding o f  hi& explosive b u ~ s t c r s  f o r  cl~emically f i l l e d  artillery 

shells and bombs; manufacture of demolition blocks f o r  combat e n m e e r s  

and paratroopers; loading and assembly of medium and major caliber artillery 

m ~ u n i t i o n  P& rifle grenades. Colored smoke r i f le  grenades and ar t i l lery 

pro;jectiles, up Lo and including lS$ri, were rkmar items of' produ&ion, 

Tho technique of mass production of tc-tryto1 was perfected a t  Redstone 

Arsenal. T e t q t o l ,  a hi& explosive binary mix, was used in the  loading of 

certain bursters, boosters and demolitf on bloclcs. 

!it the end of the  wr, 2edstone Prsenal was one of the  few remaining 

industr ial  arsenals bein: operated with Covc.:m,~ent personnel. 

- % ? t ? r ? t % - + t Y r f  

Following the  cessation of h o s t i l i t i e s  er,rIy i n  August 1945, activi t ies 

a t  both the  Huntsville Prsenal and Redstone Arsenal k ~ r e  greatly curtailed. 

A t  Reds tone, a U  amunit ion s che6ule s were cance?dcd a d  production ceased 

on August 17, 19b5'. 

The dem~bUiza,tion and rezdjustment acti-zitier; were set 3n motion 

irrnediately following V-J Day, September 2, 1945, The operating buUdings 

and equipment on all production lines were placed in standby condition; 
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contracts to more than four and a ha l fml l l l on  dollars were 

celled; public property not required for normal standby aperations was de- 

clared surplus; and large quantities of ammunit.ion were placed Sn long-term 

storage. 

Eg early 1946, the seduction i n  force and prjmarg readjustment of 

arsenal activities t o  a peacetime basis had been accomplished. The standby 

organization consisted of f r o m  three t o  six off icers  and fram 200 to 250 

civilian employees, 

The arsenal's main task during the standby perfod was the recondition- 

i n g  of  Ordnance chemical ammunition returned from overseas. About half of 

the peacetime crew was engaged in the administration, protection and main- 

tenance of the arsenal as a standby facil ity,  so that it could be put into 

full capacity production i n  the shortest possible t h e ,  i f  neccssarg. 

mounting can- 

Colonel Carroll D. hdson remained in  camnand of bdstone Arsenal 

unti l  March 15, 1946, Major Edwin J. Grayson served as interfm commander 

f r o m  March 15, 19b6 to April 23, 1946. 

Colonel Duncan G. HeGregon assumed command of the arsenal on April 23, 

1946 and sewed in this  capacity until  July 28, 1947, Captain Louie Miller, 

Jr. was i n  temporary oonvaand u n t i l  August 4, 1947. 

Lieutenant Colonel James 0. Eranch assumed c o m n d  of t h e  arsenal on 

August 4, 1947 and was relieved of this assignment on September 11, 1948. 

Captain Vernon W. Morgan s e m d  as interim carmnander unti l  the return of 

Colonel Carroll D. Hudson in November 1948. 

* * * * i + * * *  



During the post-war years p r io r  t o  1949, when the Amy Ordnance guided 

missile program was s t i l l  being, condu.cted from the Pentagon, the rocket 

progran; had p r o ~ e s s e d  t o  a point  whore a pe~nanent f i e l d  establishment was 

needed. Crrning the summer of 1948, an extensive survey was made of a l l  

available Ordnance instaPlatlono, including Sedstone Jrsenal rrhich was then 

in standby s ta tus ,  From t h i s  survey, it was detem-ined tha t  Redstone Arsenal 

had sui table  land and f a c i l i t i e s  t o  permi$ activation for  rocket research 

and developnent a t  an e a r l i e r  date anci a t  less cost than any other available 

f ac i l i t y ,  

Colonel Carrol l  C. Hudson was relieved of h i s  overseas assigrment with 

the Ryukyus Cammand and returned t o  Redstone Arsenal on November 30; 1948 

t o  begin h i s  second tour as arsenal caarmander, 

Early in December 1948, the Chief of Ordnance, 14ajor General E, S, 

Hughes, of f ic ia l ly  designated Redstonc Arsenal as a center fo r  hdaance 

Department research and developent a c t i v i t i e s  pertaining t o  rockets an6 

related items. 

Redstone :irsenzl offic5ally came back to l u e  on June 1, 1949, ~Jhen 

it was once again declared an active arsenal. The new mission was established 

in  Orclnmce Department orders da.ted July 18, 1949, Briefly, the  mission 

Snclu6ed operation of f a . c i 1 i t i . s~  for  the research snd development of rockets 

and related items; maintenance of the chemical amiunitlan loading p l m t  in 

a standby condition; and ope~a t ion  of f a c i l i t i e s  for t h s  storace, maintenance 

and handlin& of amnIunition i t e r a ,  

For about one year, or u n t i l  November 1, 1949, the command responsibility 

for the a,rsenal rested w i t h  the CknmandinE; General, Third Anny.  It was during 



this period t h a t  tho i n i t i a l  technical  s t a f f  of the  Ordnance Rocket Center 

was formed. (This a c t i v i t y  i s  now kno%m as the  Roclcet Development Division 

of the Ordnance 1"Issile Laboratories.) 

The Thiokol Corporation, under contract with the Ordnance Department 

t o  perform research and development work on rocket propellants, was moved 

from Elkton, Maryland t o  Redstone Arsenal. The f a c i l i t i e s  of Line 1, for- 

ner ly  used f o r  assembly of chemical ammunition, were remodeled and turned 

over t o  t h i s  act ivi ty ,  which is now knotm as the  Redstone Division of the  

Thiokol Chemical Corporation. The Thiokol administration buildin?, a 

brick-veneer st,n.cture cost int  anproxim~ t e l y  $170,000, was completed and 

ready f o r  occupa.ncy in October 19516 

Meanwhile, a contract was ~ e g o t i a t e d  with the  R o h  & h a s  company of 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for  the perfomance of research and development 

work i n  the  f i e l d  of s o l i d  propellants. Lines 3 and 4 were remodeled f o r  

use by this act ivi ty ,  which is now kno~m as the  Redstone Arsenal Research 

Di~rision of the Rohm & Haas Company. The Josiah Gorgas Laboratory, con- 

s t ructed by the Government f o r  use by the  Rohm & h a s  Company, was cam- 

pleted in February 1952. This mill ion do l l a r  research laboratory, one of 

the most modern i n  t he  en t i r e  south, was named in honor of Josiah Gorgas, 

the Confederate Brigadier General who achieved Civi l  War production miracles 

as Chief of  Ordnance. 

L5te i n  2948, the  Chemical Corps decided t o  abandon i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  at 

the HuntsvUle Arsenal and the  property was advertised f o r  lease. Late in 

1949, however, decision was made t o  consolidate the f!~mt sv i l le  Arsenal area 

with t h a t  of Redstone Arsenal, t o  be used as an Ordnance Guided Missile 



Center, which was then being considered as an additional Redstone mission. 

The consolidation of the two arsenals was made o f f i c i a l  on April 1, 199, 

at  which t h e  the Redstone reservation was expanded to  include a ten by 

tvel..re-mile area, comprising about 40,300 acres, 

In September 1949, it was decided that,  i n  the in te res t  of econmy 

and efficiency, the Ordnance Research and Develofment Eivisian Sub-off ice 

(Fbcket) should be moved from Fort Bliss, Texas to Redstone Arsenal, The 

Secretary of the fimy gave of f i c i a l  approval on October 28, 1949 and the 

movement directive was issued by the General Staff on March 21, 1950, 

Shortly a f t e r  this,  Major James P. h a i l l ,  officer-in-charge of the ac t iv i ty  

a t  Fort Bliss, arrived with an advance detachment and on April 15, 1950, the 

Oxlnance Guideid Mis s u e  Center was of f i c i a l ly  established, (This ac t iv i ty  

i s  now known as the Guided Missile Development Division of the Ordnance 

Missile Laboratories,) 

The movement of t h i s  ac t iv i ty  from Fort Bliss, Texas involved the 

t ransfer  of general supplies and extensive sc ien t i f ic  laboratory equipment, 

as well as an operating s t a f f  of 9 0  mili tary personnel, 130 German-born 

scient is ts ,  180 General Electr ic  Company contractor employees, and about 

120 Civil Service employees. The primary mission o f  the Ordnance Guided 

Missile Center was t o  serve as the Orchance center fo r  research and develop- 

ment of guided missiles, including component and systems development %n the 

f f elds of aemdynmics, guidance and control, propulsion, assembly techniques, 

transport, t e s t  and launching, 

During the s m e r  of 3.99, work was s ta r ted  on a four million dol la r  

construction program, which was t o  provicle t he  i n i t i a l  research and develop- 

ment requirements for the expanded arsenal mission. 
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Eafly in 1951, tlie Ordnance Corps began a training: program f o r  personnel 

i n  t h e  guided miss i l e  f ie l6 ,  and decision was made t o  es tabl ish  a service 

school f o r  t h i s  purpose a t  Redstone Assenal, The Provisional Redstone Ord- 

nance School was o f f i c i a l l y  established on March 3, 1952. In December of 

the sane year, t h i s  a c t i v i t y  was mdesigvited as  t h e  Ordnance Guided Missile 

School, a Class I1 Activity located a t  Redstone Arsenal and operated under 

jur isdic t ion of the  Chief of  Ordnance. On Auest 11, 1953, t h e  school vas 

placed under ju r i sd ic t ion  of The Ordnance Traininr Command. 

In August 199, the  Fie ld  Service Division and National Procurement 

Division (noxi Indus t r i a l  Division) were act ivated a t  Iiedstone Arsenal, These 

nat ional  mission agencies were a s s iwed  responsibi l i ty  f o r  f i e l d  s e r T i c e  and 

procurement acti :r i t ies i n  connection t d t h  guided missi les and rockets on a 

nation-wide basis. 

Colonel Carroll  D. Hudson concluded his second tour as arsenal commander 

on May 7, 1952, Fmm May 8 t o  June 15, 1952, t he  arsenal  was under temporary 

command of the ranking o f f i ce r  present f o r  duty, 

Brigadier General Thomas K, Vincent, the  first general o f f i c e r  wver 

t o  be i n  comnand of Redstone Arsenal, assumed dut ies  as Cammanding General 

on June 16, 1952. 



The mushrooming expansion from a standby anmunition p l m t  t o  a perma- 

nent arsenal  engaged in a rad ica l ly  new f ie ld ,  created many new and complex 

problems f o r  t he  arsenal. Some of t h e s e  problem concerned adequate housing 

f o r  incoming mi l i t a ry  and c i v i l i a n  personnel; wage s tab i l i za t ion ;  adequate 

research and development f a c i l i t i e s ;  recruitment of c le r ica l ,  technical  and 

professional  personnel; and the  establishment of adequate support f a c i l i t i e s  

t o  provide f o r  troop   or ale and welfare. 

h'hen Colonel Hudson began h i s  second tour  as commandin,n Officer on 

November 30, 1948, he found the  arsenal  much the  same as he had l e f t  it i n  

March 1946. The fn s t a l l e t i on  was s t i l l  in  standby s ta tus ,  with only 245 

c iv i l i an  and l e s s  than 10 mi l i t a ry  personnel on t he  ro l l s .  I n  order t o  carry  

out the  complex assignments of the  new mission, it was necessary t o  es ta5 l i sh  

a new organization t.:ith a s t a f f  of c l e r i c a l  and achninistrative personnel, i n  

addit ion t o  a s r e c i a l  a ta f f  of physicists ,  chemists, metall-urgists, mathematicians, 

and other  technical  and professional  personnel i n  about f i f t e e n  d i f f e r en t  engineer- 

ing f ields.  By the end of 1949, the  arsenal  had been cmp le t e ly  reorganized and 

the  operating s t rength had climbed t o  a t o t a l  of 698 c iv i l i an  and 34.2 mi l i t a ry  

personnel. During the  next several  years t h e  arsenal  s t rength  continued t o  

expand as the  assigned mission broadened in scope. Uuring calendar year 1954, 

t h e  average arsenal  s t rength  reached an all-time high of 7,087 mil i t a ry  and 

civilian personnel, excluding contracior emplocyeese 

The Redstone Arsenal payroll  f o r  calendar year  1954 to ta led  more than 

33 mil l ion dollars,  an increase of more than four million do l la r s  over t h a t  

of t h e  previous year. The t o t a l  gross pay t o  a l l  personnel in 1954 was about 

$33,878,637. This included pay to  Civ i l  Service and contractor enployees and 

mi l i t a ry  personnel. 
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Tho close of  calendar year  found Redstone Prsenal i n  tlie niddle of  its 

biggest construction boom since the  early days of In:orld War 11, Construc- 

t i o n  work anomtint  t o  approximately. '23,250,000 was e i t h e r  s ta r ted ,  in 

progress, o r  completed during 1954. construction p m j e c t s  in progress during 

the  c u r ~ e n t  year Include new builtkings f o r  the Ordnance Guided Missile School; 

a research and development engineerin: building, which w i l l  cost approximately 

$3,637,000 md have f loor  area of about 200,000 square feet; a p idance  and 

control building f o r  the  Guided Nissi le  Iievelopment Pivision, which w i l l  

cost approximately $2,000,000; and mmj other f a c i l i t i e s  smaller i n  size, 

but nevertheless im?ortantu t o  t h e  arsznal  mission. 

The year 1954 brought the  sixth and most recent chanre in arsenal  

cmanders .  Prigadier C eneral  H. N. Toftoy assumed connand of Dedstone 

Arsenal on ~eptember  1, 19%. He succeeded Brigadier Ceneral Thmas K. 

Vincent, who re t i red  from the  Amy on !iu;-u.;t 31, 1954, 

I 

General Toftog has been a key fiy;ure i n  the Army le  rocket and guided 

missile program since its inception. He becam? interes ted i n  rocketry dur- 

ing Iiorld SZar 11, and a f t e r  being ordered t o  the Fentagcn t o  take charge of 

the  developnent of rockets and ,dded missiles, he personally carr ied the  

load of ttselling" t h e  Amy on t h e  idea of a progressive guided missi le pro- 

gram and spa.rking tho development of these revolutionary new weapons, Tkds 

has earned him the  t i t l e  of 'Mr. Missile" throughout t he  A r m y ,  

Under General Tottoy' s direction,  the  supcr%azooka, Nike, Corporal, 

Honest John, and other  rocket weapons were developed. He was also respon- 

s i b l e  f o r  a number of  experimental rockets including t he  two-stage Eumper 
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launched a t  White Sands Proving Ground, N. M., which i n  1949 flew outside 

the  ea r th ' s  atmosphere and s e t  a l t i t u d e  and velocity records which s t i l l  

stand. I n  addition, he obtained author i ty  t o  s e l ec t  and brin,- t o  the  United 

States a group of outstanding German s c i e n t i s t s  t o  contrilmte t h e i r  experience 

t o  the  miss i le  program. The majority of these ?orrner German V-2 s c i e n t i s t s  

are s t i l l  engaged in important work a t  Redstone Arsenal. 

Ceneral Toftoy c m e  t o  !ledstone as a colonel in Piay 1952, and was 

appai.nted Director of the  Ordnance Missile Laboratories, remainin:, in t h i s  

a s s i g m m t  u n t i l  shor t ly  before assmini ccmand of thc arsenal. IIe wss 

promoted t o  the rnk of Prigaclier General on November 1, 1952, and had the  

d i s t i nc t i oa  of  be izg  t he  first o f f i ce r  t o  be arpointed t o  such rank while 

serving a t  Fkdstone. I l i s  ~ppointment marked s t i l l  anothcr i ' i ~ s t  f o r  Redstone, 

as  it was the  f i r s t  time i n  arsenal  h is tory  t h a t  two ~ e n e r z l  o f l i c e r s  h d  been 

s tz t ioced here. 

A s  the Comodity Arsenal f o r  rockets carid gyidrd missiles, Redstone's 

primary objective is  t o  control  an6 supervise the  research, developmcnt, 

and producticn cl rocltets an6 p ided missiles f o r  the e n t i r e  Army, In 

additior,, Redstone is responsible for t he  storage, issue, and maintenance 

of these new weapons, and the t ra in ing  of Ordnance spec i a l i s t s  which accom- 

pany and support t h e  us in r  troops i n  the  f ield.  The mamitude and i n t r i c a t e  

nature of the  operstions of t he  !mnyts guided miss i le  and rocket control  ~ n d

coordination center necess i ta tes  expenditure of mill ions of do l la r s  annually 

throuyhout the  nation. 

 

Redstone f r sena l  now has f i v e  national  mibsion agencies, including t h e  

recently established Research and Development Division. The primary objective 

of this new mission agency is t o  control  and supervise rocket and guided 

missi le prodects under contract f o r  development by major i ndus t r i a l  firms 



thrau,rhout t h e  country. The other n3tional mission agencies are the  Field 

Af!..:?ovch Rc:!stone frsenzl 5.5 nm.7 meinly h t ,hc rocket and fy ided  xissile 
I 

ov.-?:s~? 3, I:.yoc2.ilc:t!.7n of net: explc): i ,~c l.tein=: ;-o"ud er :.,TY a ~ a i n  krl-3n tlie Korean 

confl.;ct :~r;~!ce O:I~ ~J-I June 1050~ Ans!~" t h e  alajor it)tlm:; ni;:,. 2:cinz ?-oduced 

:::-lr: 1:.lnt,~r shc!~Ls, 3.5-inch rock?ts: 1.05 a d  l55nrilil sliella,  a~d  elvs illmi- 

natb,; s h f  :! 1.s. 

iFnot,h;,r i7L17c :%~::t, miss ~ Q R  a<w,c;r 1 oc:,?tc6. here 5.s I;,~?c ?.~(;sterie 3epoto 

Thtc; ? :i,-:.vit;- 1eeceiyes, s tores,  and :;l?fps z la-y:e v.oIu~nc c) .? ammitior!, Ord- 

n a c e  ~.ri2c -a1 s?lyp! y items, industri.al rcse?-Je leachint; .t.ools, aid strzite f i c  

and c-. i t i  c ~ l  rasr mriterials . 
3 2,- .>I. 2'. 21. 25 2,. !:, ,, ,, ,. > I  ,< * \  

~ o 6 c . y ~  ?cc?st.one brsennl i s  t,hc pelac.: c ~ n t e r  not oe?..?; "or the research 

2116 (:~~;clq~n;~r,t ,  of r o c k e t s  zinc! gijl.di:d. m i s  z ilf- s ,  t u t  a l s o  i'or the  prcrurcxcnt, 

si;cx.e,e, zpij  ycpa.iy- cf t he  en tb r ;  f ~ m i ~ y v  o:?Lmy Ordna~ce K!-ssil ss, Redstone 

Arsefizl i~ one of eight; pcmriaent Orcir,ancc Corps arsenals, 2nd i s  the ollly 

cne de-rotcc a i ~ o c t  exc1usi1rel.y to the ~ ~ ~ i d : ; r :  missile pro~i -32 ,  Frm t h e  

scient , icts  enc! techqicians a t  Retistone, decisions affectin: the missile 

prog,~-m 2~~1.. sent, dai ly  t a  a l l  p a r t s  cf t h e  country, ~ n d  poli.cie.; are  detes?- 

rr.irlcd .~:i:icf? t:i11 affect  t h e  developr~cn.l; zr,k i,3r.i,.5uction of i..ocl<ets ar.6 missiles 

for :yearc to i:GTilee 
1~ 
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